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The link to origin in natural factors or human factors: Can the Gl scheme
protect handicrafts and industrial products?
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This study examines the propriety of extending the Japanese geographihcal
indication law to the protection of non-agricultural products such as handicrafts and industrial
products. Moreover this study highlights features of processed foods. In my view processed foods and

handicrafts have comparable features. They are often linked to their origin by reputation ,know
how,skill and history not by natural factors. For these point of view this study asesses the
national rules of Asian and Eueopean countries, and analyses the specifications of handicrafts and
processsed foods protected by geogrphical indications laws of these countries.
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