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The Design Act, which aims to protect designs, was revised in 2019 to
include many provisions aimed at strengthening protection, such as implementing new subject matters.
However, there are cases where application of the law could lead to design right infringements that
are debatable. This study explores such problematic scenarios, considering other intellectual
property laws in Japan and design protection systems in Europe and the United States. It also
examines methods to address these issues, including limiting the scope of rights infringement,
proposing restrictions on rights, and applying the concept of abuse of rights in the exercise of
rights. In particular, the study proposes limiting the potential for establishing rights
infringement, suggesting restrictions on rights, and proposing the application of the concept of
abuse of rights In the exercise of rights.
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