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Why are US servicemen in Japan not prosecuted?

SHINOBU, Takashi
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In order to clarify the reasons why U.S. servicemen are not prosecuted, we
examined the extent to which U.S. servicemen are prosecuted. We then compared the prosecution rate
of U.S. servicemen with that of Japanese. As a result, it was found that the prosecution rate for U.
S. servicemen is about 17%, while that for Japanese is about 44%. There is more than a twofold
difference in the prosecution rate between the two groups.

Why is there such a difference in prosecution rates? One possible explanation is the existence of

a secret agreement to waive criminal jurisdiction. The agreement is a unilateral policy statement by
the Japanese side that even if a U.S. serviceman commits a crime, the Japanese side will not
prosecute him, except in cases of substantial importance. We argued that this was a secret
agreement, but not Japanese unilateral statement and examined i1ts impact on the prosecution rate.
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2001 93,286 70,780 164,066 56.9 22 123 145 17.9
2002 100,913 81,376 182,289 55.4 24 153 177 13.6
2003 105,375 92,494 197,869 53.3 31 174 205 15.1
2004 110,193 110,346 220,539 50.0 36 153 189 19.0
2005 109,441 124,184 233,625 46.8 33 125 158 20.9
2006 110,298 142,852 253,150 43.6 30 112 142 21.1
2007 102,993 133,196 236,189 43.6 23 95 118 19.5
2008 98,570 123,457 222,027 44.4 19 124 143 13.3
2009 96,541 123,184 219,725 43.9 27 98 125 21.6
2010 91,322 123,591 214,913 42.5 17 123 140 12.1
2011 85,586 118,802 204,388 41.9 13 85 98 13.3
2012 83,823 122,269 206,092 40.7 30 81 111 27.0
2013 78,774 123,672 202,446 38.9 17 7 94 18.1
2014 77,405 123,887 201,292 38.5 10 54 64 15.6
2015 77,268 120,522 197,790 39.1 17 78 95 17.9
2016 73,060 118,115 191,175 38.2 14 67 81 17.3
2017 69,674 116,194 185,868 37.5 17 74 91 18.7
2018 68,153 115,381 183,534 37.1 10 55 65 15.4
2019 68,056 110,058 178,114 38.2 22 57 79 27.8

1,700,731 2,194,360 3,895,091 43.7 412 1,908 2,320 17.8

2-2-2-4
2001 2019
2001 2019 43.7% 17.8%
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RG59 Central Decimal Files, 1950-1954.
RG84[Entry UD 2828A] Japan: U.S. Embassy, Tokyo; Classified General Records, 1952-1963.
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