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The main findings of this research project are as follows: First, through
the analysis of a web survey conducted i1n 2021, it was found that respondents from districts where
election campaigns were held during the 2019 prefectural assembly elections were more likely to
agree with the opinion that * since many people vote in prefectural assembly elections, it doesn’ t
matter whether 1 vote or not’ compared to respondents from uncontested districts. Second, in
prefectural assembly districts where the number of incumbent candidates is equal to the district’ s
number of seats, non-incumbent candidates are more likely to run when there is a high likelihood of
defeating the incumbents and winning a seat. Conversely, when the likelihood is low, non-incumbents
may choose not to run, leading to an uncontested election.
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