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This study focuses on the issue of nuclear submarine port call to Japan in
1964 as a policy case in which the development of new nuclear weapons by the U.S. during the Cold
War conversely made it difficult for the Japanese government to respond in domestic politics. | have
clarified the political process leading to the visit of Seadragon, the US Navy®s nuclear powered
submarine to Japan. This study examined U.S. process for considering nuclear submarine visits to
allied countries, the Japan-U.S. summit meeting in 1961, and the Japan-U.S. talks and domestic
political process leading up to the nuclear submarine®s visit in Sasebo in 1964. From the study, I
presented a certain structure surrounding the issue of nuclear weapons introduction, in which
changes in U.S. nuclear weapons technology occurred where Japan®s existing legal system had not
anticipated, and the government was forced to consider the issue under the legal system after the
issue became a political issue in the Diet.
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