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This study attempts to compare citizen participation in political
decision-making and its impact on policy in local governments in Japan and Western countries. The
study examined firstly why such as referendums were instituted in one country in Western countries
and were not in other country e.g. in Japan. In addition, field surveys and questionnaires were
conducted to clarify the significance of citizen participation in political decision-making through
referendums in local governments based on an indirect democracy centred on the assembly and the
chief executive, and what assembly members and mayors think about it. The study also looked at how
the will of citizens was reflected in policy and whether there were any policy changes as a result
of referendums. Comparisons with other countries were made to identify the characteristics and
challenges of referendums and local government in Japan.
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