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This study examines Japan®s role in the International Plutonium Storage
(IPS) from 1978 to 1982, which was the closest to realization among the number of international
nuclear control initiatives, based on Japan, US, and UK archives. To achieve both peaceful use of
nuclear energy and nuclear nonproliferation, Japan took the initiative to create a compromise plan
in multilateral discussions at the IAEA and in discussions with developed countries. Nonetheless,
Japan lost its enthusiasm for the regime as the United States shifted its policy to allow peaceful
use of plutonium through bilateral agreements with Japan and Europe. This study also finds that
Japan was reluctant to deal with developing countries™s criticisms against restrictions on peaceful
use of plutonium during the talks and rather focused on bilateral cooperations with other developed
countries to secure its own plutonium program.
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