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Large publishers enlarge portfolios of open access journals through three
strategies: the launch of new journals, mergers with other publishers, and partnering with research
institutions. Consequently, they set higher article processing charges in the oligopolistic market.
Moreover, manuscript submissions are insensitive to article processing charges, suggesting that
publishers are able to easily raise them. The partnerships between research institutions and large
publishers and authors’ choice of journals have led to financial barriers to publishing open access

articles.
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