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Relationship between ambiguity attitudes elicited from economic experiments and
real-life behaviors related to disaster prevention, health, and the environment
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This study empirically examined the relationship between ambiguity attitudes

elicited from a web experiment and flood preparedness behavior. The results obtained are as
follows. 1) People tend to be less able to identify likelihoods for natural ambiguity than those for

artificial ambiguity. 2) In the gain domain, people are more ambiguity averse to natural ambiguity
than to artificial ambiguity. In the loss domain, people are more ambiguity-loving, but there is no
difference in degree between natural and artificial ambiguity. 3) People with low cognitive
reflection ability can less identify likelihoods under ambiguity. 4) People who cannot identify
likelihoods tend not to engage in flood preparedness behavior. On the other hand, there is no
statistically significant relationship between ambiguity aversion and flood preparedness behavior.
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