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A Study of the Effects of Electoral Reform on Campaign Pledges
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Using campaign bulletins from 1983 to 2014, 1 examined the effects of the
1994 electoral reform in Japan®s House of Representatives. | measured the size of candidates”™ own
names and party labels, and focused on these changes before and after the reform using
difference-in-differences (DD) estimation. The results showed that compared to the House of
Councillors, after the reform, candidates for the House of Representatives displayed their own names

in smaller sizes but their party labels in larger sizes, consistent with standard theoretical

predictions. However, when comparing LDP and non-LDP candidates, 1 found that LDP candidates showed
their names in larger sizes but their party labels in smaller sizes than non-LDP candidates. This
suggests that LDP candidates engage in relatively more candidate-oriented campaigning and political
activities than candidates from other parties.
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