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This study empirically analeed how organizational boundaries and
inter-organizational relationships have changed with changes in the technological and other
environments of today"s automotive-related industries. The analysis method involved collecting
relevant data over a number of years and internationally, building an integrated database for
analysis, and analyzing it using methods such as social network analysis. The analysis revealed that
structural changes were observed in the inter-organizational networks, and that they varied by

technological area and region.
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