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In this study, we examined the location choice behaviors of Japanese firms,
especially focusing on their international business experiences.
Initially, we developed and refined a database of Japanese auto parts manufacturers® investments in
China from the late 1980s to 2015. Subsequently, we conducted theoretical and empirical research. As
a result, we revealed two
main findings. Firstly, through theoretical exploration on firms® international business
experiences, we clarified important research issues, namely, the dynamic perspective on
international business experience and the importance of micro-foundations. Secondly, our empirical
research revealed that (1) Japanese auto parts manufactures tend to choose locations near existing
entry regions, and (2) recent international business experiences have an impact on location choice.
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