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Imaging analysis of high quality Bashofu fibers to make Kimono textile

Koizumi, Koji

2,200,000

Using various microscopic technigues,morphological observations and analyses
were performed on the traditional Okinawa textile,Bashofu,and its material, ltobasho.In addition,
Bacterial treatment during the process of Bashofu fiber extraction was investigated.Bashofu textile
is classified into three classes according to their hardness and softness: Waha(hard used for
interior decoration),Nahau(soft used for obi belts of kimono),and Nahagu(very soft used for kimono
cloth).As the results of this study,we found that Nahagu thread was thinner than Waha thread,the
cell walls of cells constituting fibers in Nahagu were thinner than those in Waha and Nahau,and the
content of lignin,one of the components of cell walls,in Nahagu was lower than that in Waha and
Nahau.We also succeeded in isolating a bacterial strain suitable for fiber separation,and treatment
with this bacterial strain made it possible to separate fibers from hard materials,which was not

possible with the traditional method.
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