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This study examines theories of Japanese language education by Japanese
language scholars in the early Showa period. First, we examined the works of Motoki Tokieda , and
found that while his stance of defining Japanese language education as technical education focusing
on training was consistent, Tokieda gradually developed his own unique style, including the
rejection of literary appreciation and the tadoriyomi (trace reading) theory. Yoichi Fujiwara, who
developed his own arguments from the standpoint of dialect research, envisioned a theory of Japanese

language education centered on the spoken language, and aimed to improve the colloguial language.
Yasuo Okuda et al. studied the Japanese language from a Marxist perspective, emphasizing objective
readings and rejecting subjective readings. Although these scholars shared the same perspective of
fostering Japanese language skills, their theories of education differ because of their different

conceptions of the Japanese language.
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