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Proficiency development as plurilingual speakers and identity change of
engineering graduate students
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This study originally aimed to clarify the proficiency of engineering majors

as plurilingual speakers when making presentations at international conferences. However, 1t
encountered a significant challenge with the spread of COVID-19. Face-to-face conferences were
cancelled resulting in modifications to this study. The new purpose of the study changed to check
the students’ proficiency as English speakers in academic interactions. The instructional contents

included presentations at online international conferences and seminars,
pre-and-post-conference/seminar instructions, online English presentation lessons, and online
communications with English-speaking professors and so on. The results of the observations and
questionnaires indicated that various practices helped them develop presentation skills and grow as
positive communicators in English.
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YouTube
listening speaking

10

short speech

2022

"I was
greatly impressed by all of the student presenters. They all made fairly technical subject
matter comprehensible to anyone without specialized knowledge of the subject. As well as
the content of their presentations, the students should be praised for their excellent delivery
in English. Giving a presentation in a foreign language is a huge challenge for anyone and
each student succeeded in this challenge. The biggest difficulty the students seemed to have
was in understanding and answering questions about their presentations. Given more
practice I believe they could largely overcome this problem.”
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the “ teach to the test” mentality
Japan Times Editorial, March 31, 2013
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