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Empirical Study of the Writing Competence of First-Year University Students
Based on an Analysis of their Writing Process
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In this study, we analyzed data on the writing process of first-year
university students, such as the order in which words were written when writing essays and what
students reported in interviews about the essays they had written, to identify issues in their
writing. The results showed that while writing, university students were conscious about
sentence-final expressions, sentence lengths, connections between successive sentences, the
specificity of content, and the cohesiveness of expressions throughout the text. The results further

suggest that university students who have issues with written expression might only be conscious of
a narrow range of sentences, and indicate that familiarity with the subject does not necessarily
make it easier for university students to write on it. Finally, we present suggestions on setting
writing assignments in writing and other classes.
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