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Cognitive characteristics and preference in people with autism spectrum disorder
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This study investigated the language preferences of children with autistic
spectrum disorder (ASD) and examined their relationship with cognitive traits. (1)Children in the
ASD group had a favorite word than those in the typical development (TD) group did. In addition,
Children in the ASD group who passed the second-order false-belief task preferred poems that
referred to the mind. The results suggested that the language preferences of children with ASD are
particularly related to the development of the theory of mind. (2)The stronger the autistic traits,
the more polite the language expressions chosen. In addition, theory of mind showed differences
between ASD and TD children in terms of the regulation of politeness. Furthermore, children with ASD

who were more likely to focus on local areas in the central coherence task also tended to choose
more detailed language expression. These results suggest that ASD and TD children show different
preferences for verbal expression.
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