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Elucidating the processes of persistent interpersonal conflict: Focusing on
perceived victimization

SHINADA, Mizuho
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The present study focused on perceived victimization perception, in which
the behavior of others is perceived as hostility or aggression toward the self, and modeled and
verified the process in which empathy is inhibited by perceived victimization and aggressive
behavior occurs in a cyclical manner. The results of a series of surveys and experiment showed that
individuals with high levels of perceived victimization and low levels of empathic concern tend to
have a strong self-centered cognitive distortion that justified aggression and aggressive attitudes.
When perceived victimization was evoked, empathic thinking, which imagines the psychological
distress of others in conflict, may inversely increase aggression.
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