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The development of non-cognitive skills through childcare activities and their
impact on wider social outcomes, including academic achievement.

KAWASAKI, Akihiro
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This study examined the relationship between executive function, prosocial
behaviour and basic learning skills, both longitudinally and cross-sectionally, to establish
non-cognitive skills as empirical indicators in child care and primary education. In the first year,

over 150 five-year-olds were given executive function tasks to establish baseline levels (Kawasaki
et al., 2022). In subsequent years, 350 first and second graders were assessed to explore the
relationship between mathematics achievement and executive function (using the Trail Making Test)
and to examine the impact of non-cognitive skills on cognitive skills. The results indicated that
the contribution of each aspect of executive function varied by life stage when prosocial behaviour
and academic achievement were the outcome variables. In addition, the stage of development of
executive function during the school years had different effects on these outcomes.
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