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A follow-up interview with a single mother raising a child who needs special
attention after 17 years: Family system of single-mother families with fathers
living separately

Hotta, Kaori
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The present study is a follow-up interview 17 ¥ears after the original 2002
survey, aiming to clarify longitudinal changes in a single-mother family system, where the mother
provides care to a child who needs special attention and the father lives separately. Some examples
of maladaptation and other examples where the family had successfully adapted to their circumstances
were observed. The family experienced four different systems in which the father lives separately:
mother and child are united, while the father is devalued; mother and child are united, and the
relationship with the father is maintained; father and child are united, while the mother is
devalued; and mother and child are united, while the father and child are also independently united.
As the child grew, the family system also changed, and when social adaptation was achieved, the
family reached the point at which while the mother and child were united, the father and child were

also independently united.
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