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Evolutional perspective of trypophobia - development of non-human primate models
to explore underlying obsessive curiosity
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Aggregation-phobic trypophobia refers to a state of unspecified discomfort
or disgust to aggregates of small holes or ridges, such as lotus seed pods or barnacles. In this
study, we attempted to create a non-human primate model and to prove "fearfulness" of trypophobia in

the common marmoset. Marmosets exposed to stimuli with a trypophobic pattern showed significantly
prolonged visual attention and an expression of fear-related vocal patterns, but no clear escape
behavior. The results suggest that non-human human primates may elicit responses similar to
trypophobia in humans.
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