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Fuel adjustment in solitary bees
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On the foraging characteristics and fuel adjustment in Andrena taraxaci
orienticola females, this study revealed that: 1) they exploit Japanese dandelion Taraxacum
platycarpum as a main food plant. 2) They start to visit T. platycarpum flowers just after their
opening and end before noon. 3) They seemingly encounter a difficulty on fueling from flowers early
in the morning because T. platycarpum hardly secrete nectar in this period of day. 4) They do not
use all nectar collected in the day for larval provisioning but keep some in their crop at the end
of day. 5) These results suggest that A. t. orienticola females keep a portion of nectar collected
in the previous day as fuel to sustain pollen foraging in the next morning when they could hardly
fuel themselves from T. platycarpum flowers.
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