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Clarification of traditional ecological knowledge system and regional diversity
of the utilization of satoyama resources in traditional Japanese wooden houses

Ida, Hideyuki
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This study reveals that traditional knowledge re?arding the utilization
manners of satoyama resources for traditional wooden farmhouses was developed In various ways across
different regions, considering the natural environment and social conditions at the time of
construction. The choice of tree species for structural timbers reflected the surrounding
vegetation. In interviews conducted in Tadami, northeastern Japan, it was found that local craftsmen
selected and hauled the trees from nearby woodlands within 1km. Thatching material production
sites maintained through field burning or traditional weeding practices were found to maintain
thatch quality and biodiversity. These findings are important for satoyama resource management as
they contribute to the balance between sustainable use and biodiversity conservation.
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