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How big are footprints of fly dragging seines? Swept area estimation
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Trawl footprints were determined using various measurement techniques for
the several fly dragging fisheries (Kakemawashi and Gochiami), in which the gear shape and speed of
movement changes from moment to moment. Trawl footprints of these fisheries were much larger than
those estimated for other Japanese towed net fisheries using vessels and nets of similar size.
Although fly dragging fisheries are considered to be ecosystem-friendly because light and small
fishing gear are used, the large trawl footprint estimated in this study may have a negative impact

on the seafloor environment because it shears off sessile organisms, seaweeds and/or sea grasses on
the seafloor and flattens the seafloor.
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