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This study was conducted to investigate the possibility of controlling
stress sensitivity in dairy calves, where very early separation of mother and calf is customary, by
tactile stimulation that mimics mathernal grooming. The results showed that the use of a
pseudo-grooming device (automatic rotating brush) after birth reduced fear of a novel object and the

increase in plasma cortisol concentration induced by psychological stress. The results also
suggested that these effects of pseudo-grooming involve the increase in plasma triiodothyronin
concentration, similar to that reported in rodents.
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