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In recent years, there has been a need to shift microbial monitoring of
laboratory mice and rats from an indirect examination method using a "decoy animal™ to a method of
directly examination the target individual. The applicants have clarified that the multiplex
immunochromatographic (ICG) test using trace serum is useful as a serological diagnostic method for
infections in mice and rats, with the purpose of establishing an individualized diagnostic method
that can simultaneously detect infectious diseases in mice and rats without euthanizing the animals.

In this study, we clarified the conditions under which ICG sticks can be stored for long-term of 3
years while maintaining detection sensitivity, and the conditions under which ICG sticks can be
supplied not only in Japan but also in abroad by regular mail at room temperature.
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