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Regulation of ovarian function by Adamtsl2, a novel causative gene isolated from
infertile mutant mice
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In this study, we clarified that the Adamts-like2 (Adamtsl2) gene, a member
of the ADAMTS family whose relevance to reproductive function was unknown, is an important factor
involved in the control of female reproductive function. We found that the mice with a nonsense
mutation in the Adamtsl2 gene exhibit delayed ovarian follicle development, uterine hypoplasia, and

disturbed estrous cycle, and that these abnormalities may be related to decreased gene expression of
steroid hormone synthesis in the ovary and pituitary hormones.
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A nonsense mutation in Adamtsl2 causes delayed testicular descent and abnormal spermatogenesis and testosterone synthesis in
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