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It is widel¥ known that a limited number of oocytes reach ovulation in a
lifetime and that their quality declines with age. Many studies have reported that dysfunction of
organelles such as mitochondria is involved in the decline in oocyte quality, but the mechanism has
not yet been elucidated. In this study, we focused on the contact sites between mitochondria and
endoplasmic reticulum, and showed that functional linkages between organelles may be disrupted in
aging oocytes. The results of this study may contribute to the elucidation of the factors
contributing to the decline in oocyte quality and infertility associated with aging.
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