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Recent studies have shown that reproductive interference between related
species can have a significant impact on community structure, and an increasing number of cases have
shown that species exclusion, thought in the past to be the result of resource competition, is now
the result of reproductive interference. Reproductive interference refers to the process by which
interspecific courtship reduces the reproductive success of females, ultimately resulting in the
elimination of one species. In this study, we aimed to reexamine competitive exclusion in Paramecium
spp-, which has been considered typical of competitive exclusion as a result of resource
competition, by focusing on mating type, which corresponds to sex in normal sexually reproducing
organisms. We found that poEUIation dynamics during mixed culture of the two species were
significantly affected by the combination of mating types of Paramecium caudatum and Paramecium
tetraurelia.
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