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Functional analysis of Hippo pathway in thymus
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The thymus is comgosed of T cells and surrounding stromal cells. Although
thymic T cell research has made considerable progress, the regulation of thymic epithelial cell
proliferation, differentiation, and function remains largely unknown. The Hippo pathway has recently
attracted attention as an important tumor regulatory pathway. We analyzed the function of the Hippo
pathway in thymic epithelial cells and NKT cells using genetically engineered mice and found that
LATS, one of the Hippo pathway molecules, is involved iIn the pathogenesis of thymic carcinoma. We

a}so foun?lthat MST, a Hippo pathway molecule, is important for the differentiation and maturation
of NKT cells.
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