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Establishment of a standard of care for vulnerable older patients with
esophageal squamous cell carcinoma
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The standard treatment for esophageal cancer (cStage IB-I11) is
esophagectomy, however 5-FU plus cisplatin radiation therapy is the treatment of choice for patients
who are intolerant or unwilling to undergo surgery. Many older patients have been treated with
palliative medicine or radiation therapy alone, however the therapeutic effect has been limited. We
conducted a phase Il study of paclitaxel (PTX) combined radiation therapy (PTX-RT) at 13 centers
nationwide, following a phase 1 study.
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