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Deciphering the mechanism of non-systemic vasculitic neuropathy and development
of novel therapies
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Non-systemic vasculitic neuropathy (NSVN) is a concept that is not included
in existing definitions or classification criteria for vasculitis, and there is no settled opinion
as to whether it should be considered an independent disease entitiy. In this study, we compared the

clinicopathological features of NSVN with those of microscopic polyangiitis (MPA) to clarify the
continuity of NSVN with systemic vasculitides. Sural nerve biopsy specimens from MPA patients
revealed little deposition of immunoglobulin or complement components in vascular walls, while
neutrophil adhesion to vascular endothelial cells, extravascular migration, and degranulation were
conspicuous. By contrast, those from NSVN patients showed no neutrophil-associated lesions and
conspicuous deposition of complement components on vascular walls, indicating that the
pathophysiology of NSVN was different from that of MPA.
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