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Advancements in gastrointestinal endoscopy technology have made it possible
to surgically remove early-stage colorectal cancer using endoscopic treatment, regardless of the
size or location of the tumor. However, in some cases, early infiltration and lymph node metastasis
have been observed, highlighting the need for further understanding of the molecular mechanisms
involved. In our study, we conducted transcriptome analysis on clinical samples and identified a
series of genes highly expressed in the stroma of colorectal cancer, with a particular focus on
AEBP1/ACLP. AEBP1/ACLP was found to be highly expressed in cancer-associated fibroblasts and shown
to promote their activation. Furthermore, we revealed that AEBP1/ACLP derived from cancer-associated

fibroblasts enhances the migratory, invasive, and tumor-forming abilities of cancer cells.
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