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The Role of Integrin-betal in Liver Fibrosis Progression
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Hepatocyte specific deletion of integrin betal induced profibrotic signal in
mouse stelletate cell culture. Integrin beta 1 is crutial 1n canalicular formation and is needed
to prevent stellate cell activation by modulating TGF-b. Taken together, these findings identify
integrin bl as a key molecule of liver architecture with a critical role as a regulator of TGF-b
activation. These results suggest
that disrupting the hepatocyte and extracellular matrix interaction is sufficient to initiate liver
fibrosis.
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