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Analysis of autoantigen complexes on the cell surface related to the
pathogenesis of autoimmune nephritis.
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The original plan was to strain lymphoblastoid cell lines from lymphocytes
from patients with autoimmune nephritis using the EB virus, and to outsource the cloning of
auﬁoantébody—producing cells. However, the service was discontinued and the research methodology was

changed.
Therefore, a classical immunoprecipitation method was employed. 1gG was purified from several
patient sera and reacted with the membrane fraction of vascular endothelial cells (HUVECS). Proteins
bound to 1gG were recovered and subjected to proteomic analysis. Seventy-three proteins were
identified that were detected only in patient serum. Furthermore, seven proteins that are assumed to
be localized to the plasma membrane were identified by Proteome discoverer analysis. We are now
conducting experiments to confirm whether these proteins can be identified as new self-antigens.
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