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In this study, circulating melanoma cells in patients with acral melanoma
were measured and correlated with disease status. Using peripheral blood at multiple timepoints
during the treatment, a partial response to metastases and a decrease in CTCs during treatment were
identified in coincidence.

Next, to investigate the potential of CTCs in melanoma patients to form metastases, we focused on
ICAM-1 as a cell adhesion molecule; CTCs were identified and their expression was assessed using
antibodies for ICAM-1. the number of ICAM-1-positive CTCs was roughly linked to the total number of
CTCs, which was found to decrease after treatment A correlation with disease status was obtained,
with a decrease after the start of treatment.

This study showed that the number of CTCs in melanoma patients increases or decreases in conjunction
with disease status, and that the number of ICAM-1-expressing CTCs increases during disease
progression, indicating that they can be a marker of disease status.
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