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MEN1, the causative gene of multiple endocrine neoplasia type 1 (MEN type
1), is considered to be a tumor suppressor gene.
We investigated the significance of LOH (loss of heterozygosity) in the process of tumorigenesis in
endocrine glands. In target endocrine glands in MEN1, the genetic profile before LOH was
significantly different from that after tumorigenesis. In endocrine tumorigenesis, the occurrence of
LOH of the MEN1 gene is not uniform even in the same individual tumor site, and there is no
correlation between the degree of LOH and the malignancy of the tumor or gain of function (hormone

hypersecretion).
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