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Fibroblast activation protein a (FAPa ) is a member of the serine protease
family of plasma membrane proteins and plays an important function as a degradative enzyme. FAPa
expressed in the stroma in the peritumoral environment of cancers can establish a favorable tumor
microenvironment for tumor progression, such as promoting cancer cell proliferation and
angiogenesis, and suppressing tumor immunity by reducing tumor immunity via T cells and macrophages.

The expression of FAPa in cancer stroma is a poor prognostic factor for cancer patients. However,
it is not clear how FAPa expressed in cancer cells is involved in prognosis. In this study, we
investigated the effects of FAPa expression on the tumor microenvironment, including the tumor and
stroma, and its clinical implications.
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