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i Behcet's disease (BD) is a multifactorial disease involving both genetic and
environmental factors. HLA-B*51 and HLA-A*26 are reportedly associated with BD and are major

genetic factors for Behcet's disease. On the other hand, it has been suggested that genetic factors
other than these HLA risk alleles are also involved in the pathogenesis of Behcet®s disease.

Therefore, in this study, we performed a genome-wide association study in HLA-B*51/-A*26 negative BD
patients and identified several SNPs outside the HLA region that are significantly associated with

BD. Functional analyses suggested that altered expressions of susceptibility genes caused by the
risk alleles of the identified SNPs are involved in the development of BD.
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