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Second-hand smoke exposure, quantified by salivary cotinine, and dental caries
in Japanese adolescents
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This study examined the association between passive smoking, measured
salivary cotinine levels, and caries incidence in cross-sectional and longitudinal studies in
sixth-grade elementary school students. The multi-level Cox regression analysis showed that children

with higher levels of salivary cotinine tended to develop dental caries over a three-year period.
This suggests that the risk of developing dental caries is higher in those with high salivary
cotinine levels.
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