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Immunothera?eutic approaches to cancer, such as dendritic cell vaccine
therapy, promise to improve survival rate but may present unique challenges to patients. However,
there is no research on the lived experiences of cancer patients receiving dendritic cell vaccine
therapy. The aim of this study was to explore the attitudes, expectations, and experiences of cancer
patients receiving dendritic cell vaccine therapy in Japan. Dendritic cell vaccine therapy patients
expressed fears about the effects of standard treatment, and hope and uncertainty regarding
immunotherapy treatment decisions and efficacy. The findings suggest that such patients require
nursing care that includes prevention and reduction of chemotherapy side effects, careful
observation of patients” well-being, management of patients’ expectations and uncertainty,
formation of patient health care practitioner partnerships, and team medicine.
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