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An empirical study on corporal punishment, hazing and hierarchy in Japanese
baseball world from Meiji to High economic growth period
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We conducted empirical research based on historical methods on the actual
conditions and changes of violence, discipline, hierarchical relationships, and the structural
factors that led to their occurrence, expansion, and intensification in Japanese sports,
particularly baseball, from the Meiji era to the present day. In order to elucidate the above
issues, we comprehensively collected and analyzed historical documents such as autobiographies and
memoirs of players, histories of high school (former secondary school) and university baseball clubs

and schools, and team histories of non-professional and professional baseball teams.
As a result, it was clarified that violence in Japanese sports occurred and expanded due to
structural factors such as the organization of school-based athletic clubs and the establishment of
large-scale tournaments based on these clubs, the expansion of the population of players, and
employment through sports, and the increase in the level of competition.
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