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We have been performing autopsies on wild Japanese macaques culled in the
area surrounding Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant as harmful animals, and have been
constructing an organ archive with assessments of both internal and external radiation dose and
dose-rate, which we provide to researchers. Using the archive, we conducted a detailed examination
of the thyroid gland, lens, and testes, which are important due to their radiosensitivity. In the
thyroid gland, proliferative changes were observed regardless of the radiation dose. Cataractous
changes were observed, but their frequency was not related to age or radiation dose. Spermatogenesis

was staged, but no significant findings were obtained compared to the control group. We will
continue to conduct pathological analysis of the disaster-affected macaques, non-human primates,
aiming to directly contribute to elucidating the effects of long-term low-dose-rate radiation
exposure on the human body and radiation protection.
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