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Conceptualizations and Practices of Chimpanzee Conservation and Protection at
Chimpanzee Sanctuary: A Case Study from Sierra Leone
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The Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary, located in Sierra Leone in West Africa,
was established in 1995 to protect and care for orphaned chimpanzees rescued from illegal pet trade
and to conserve wild chimpanzee populations. This study conducted a literature review and
participant observation at the sanctuary, revealing that while the funding and management leadership

for the sanctuary®s conservation activities are relying heavily on developed countries,
particularly Western nations, local staff have developed their own perspectives and approaches
towards care and conservation over years of interaction with foreign staff. Additionally, it
highlighted the essential role of understanding and cooperation from the local staff and surrounding
communities, particularly during emergencies, in maintaining the sanctuary®s operations.
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