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This study examined the border politics aimed at preventing the stowaway of

asylum seekers in Australia, focusing on historical background, border control, and the realities of
offshore detention. It also verified the process by which an international protest movement against
the Australian government®s "boat people™ policy developed, triggered by asylum seekers detained on
Manus Island (Papua New Guinea) who posted their artwork and writing on social networking sites to
convey their harsh experiences. The role played by the creative activities of artists and writers
from non-refugee backgrounds in making the existence of refugees/asylum seekers known to society and
arousing interest in and sympathy for them was also explored. Based on the above, this study
attempted to understand the possibilities and challenges that a multicultural society presents for
the de-"securitisation" of refugees and, moreover, for coexistence with migrants and refugees.
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