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Japan®s Policy toward Africa in the 2010s,Examining the Shift from Reaction to
Strategy
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Japan®s African diplomacy in the 2010s revealed a sharp foregrounding of
private direct investment by Japanese companies. It also became clear that the response to the
threat of an expanding China in the military and economic pheres was also foregrounded. With Japan®s

declining economic power, the diplomacy to secure the votes of African countries at the United
Nations by using its massive ODA as a lever has been overshadowed by a shift toward a diplomacy to
work with African countries toward the maintenance of a free international order.

In general, the study highlights that Japan®s African diplomacy in the 2010s has changed from being
a response to “ external pressure” from the U.S. to being driven by the proactive decisions of the
Japanese government, especially the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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