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Study of the spread of aerial burials in Ryukyu Islands
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This study aimed to examine the social basis for the establishment of wind
burial in the Ryukyu Islands.

In the course of this research, it was discovered that a period of hin, which was distinguished from
wind burial, was established in the early modern Ryukyu Dynasty, and the situation of hin and its
origins were examined. As a result, it was found that the influence of established religions such as

Confucianism was not so strong as the social basis for the spread of hin and wind burial. 1 also
found it difficult to explain the origins of hin from a historical perspective, so | attempted a
structural analysis from the view of life and death, and were able to enter into research on
worldviews.

On the other hand, it was also found that the role of cremation, industrialization, cemetery
administration was more si?nificant than the view of life and death in bringing about the change in
the funerary system. Sociological analysis of modernization policies will be essential.
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