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The reorganization of images of Buddhist founders in modern Japan has the
influence of both academism (historical research) and society (especially literature), which are
distinct from the doctrines and traditions within the sect.For example, Shinran"s history comes to
light through verification of historical facts, and this “ human Shinran” becomes the subject of
literature.
In the formation of the images of the founders of modern Japan, sometimes historical facts

and fictional discourses have been overlapped and created complex forms through the participation
of narrators and listeners who describe history of founders. Through this research, | clarified the
specific process of formation of Buddhist founders’ images in modern Japan and how the formation
process differs depending on founders. | also prepared a foundation for reconstructing the overall

image of the history of Japanese Buddhism.
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