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The purpose of this study was to approach the wave of utopian fiction that
appeared in the United States in the second half of the Cold War from a new angle. In particular,
the focus was to be on new kinds of bodily states or "affects,” which these works depict. However,
as a result of complications due to the corona virus and new insights found in the course of
research, the focus gradually shifted.

One initial category of investigation was the bodily states created by utopian labor, however,
this led to research on the new understandings of community in this wave of utopian fiction. Thus,
this research revealed how ideas of community changed over the course of the Cold War on the
American political left, and how this impacted ideas of utopia. Moreover, insights into the changing

conception of community led to research on new conceptions of the self and attitudes toward
tﬁtality,dor the idea of the world as a comprehensible whole -- all of which were changing during
the period.
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