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This research project aims to explore how the representation of Saracens

(the term usually considered to refer to Muslims living in the East and medieval Spain) developed in

narratives labeled as ‘ Middle English romance’ and what kind of socio-political roles they were
expected to fulfil in each narrative. In medieval European narratives, Saracens are regarded as a
typical religious other of Christians and their otherness is often represented through their
physical features such as their dark skin, bestial features, and strange cultural / religious
customs, even though these features were not accurate for the representation of actual Muslims.
Through the analysis of such distorted images of Saracens, my research has attempted to demonstrate
how medieval Christians in Western Europe struggled to come to terms with people and cultures
different from their own.
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